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accept its responsibility. But their voices, in support of
Mother India, were slow to reach America, and for two
reasons : first, because, until quite recently, whether by
order or by choice, many have kept their views private,
excepting for personal letters to their friends ; and
second, because magazines supported by missionary
funds, while welcoming critical views, have in several
known instances refused statements supporting Mother
India.

The following letter, appearing in The Times of India,
from the pen of the Rev. James Smith, is of the kind
that missionary magazines have refused :

There appeared in your issue of the igth instant
a statement purporting to be from the National
Christian Council of India, Burmah and Ceylon.
I note that Bishop J. W. Robinson dissented from
it and I wonder how many more members of the
Committee would have dissented, if they had been
consulted.1 I am quite certain that the vast body
of missionaries would have done so. Had Dr.
Macnicol stopped at repudiating missionary con-
nection with the book, no-one would have cared,
but even that was not necessary in my opinion,
as no responsible person has charged us with hav-
ing any connection with Miss Mayo or her book.
The book was written for one purpose only, to
depict certain social evils, the existence of which
had been denied in America and the author has

1 In a letter appearing in the same paper on November 8th, 1927,
Dr. Macnicol states : 'All members of the Committee were con-
sulted ^vith the exception of the Metropolitan an$ Dr. S. K. Datta,
both of whom are out of India,'